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Pope was transferred to the side of France. A palace revolu-
tion occurred. The Archbishop of Toledo, with a few other
priests, established himself in the sick-room and forbade the
Queen to enter. The King was then persuaded to sign a
will leaving his throne to the Duke of Anjou. The will was
completed on October 7, and couriers galloped with the news
from the Escurial to Paris. On November i Charles II expired.
Louis XIV had now reached one of the great turning-
points in the history of France. Should he stand by the
treaty, reject the will, and face a single war with the Empire ?
Should he repudiate the treaty, endorse the will, and defend
his grandson's claims in the field against all comers ? Apart
from good faith and solemnly signed agreements upon which
the ink was barely dry, the choice, like so many momentous
choices, was nicely balanced. Tallard on arriving from
England at Fontaineblcau on November z learned of the will
and of the Spanish King's extremity. He advised Louis to
maintain the Partition Treaty. War with the Emperor was,
in any case, certain, but if the treaty were maintained, the
Emperor would find few or no allies. History, he added,
showed that a French King of Spain was not necessarily an
advantage to France. Torcy supported Tallard. Louis, to
gain time to poise and ponder upon the decision, ordered the
Dutch Pensionary Heinsius to be informed that he would
adhere to the treaty. But while he sought to persuade the
Maritime Powers to promise their aid in enforcing it, and thus
to divide them from the Emperor, he took care not to close
the door in Madrid.
The news of the death of Charles II reached Paris on
November 8, and no further delay was possible. According to
Saint-Simon, a conference was held in Madame de Maintenon's
rooms at which the King, his brother, Pontchartrain (the
Chancellor), the Due de Beauvilliers, and Torcy were present.
Torcy and Beauvilliers were for the treaty. The Chan-
cellor and the King's brother were for the will. The enemies
of Madame de Maintenon have alleged, though Torcy denies
it, that she swayed the decision. At any rate, the will had it.
On November iz Louis wrote to Madrid accordingly.
5*4